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Pocahontas County Landmark Commi s sion 


The- Pocahontas County Landmark Commission was ertan- 
lished by the County Court in January 1985 with the onto ' 
meut of Ruth Morgan, Michael Edds, Moffett MeMeel, Jerri 
Pov.-ell and Madge Uledsoe to serve on the Commission. 

In February 1985 the Landmark Commission voted to 
conrile a county historic register and to ask the nub!in 
to submit information on sites and buildings th-^t should 
be considered for inclusion. Citizens were informed of 
tnx incentives available for persons owning property listed 
or the National Register of Historical Places . 


In March of 1985, Chairman Michael Edds was informed 
Pocahontas County's request for an organizational and 
survey grant was approved for In May the County 

Commission agreed to match the State grant and to provide 
office space in the Court House Annex, 

On January Zk, 1986, Jim Bonham, State Grants Manager, 
and Rodney S. Collins, Architectural Historian, both from 
tr.e Department of Culture and History, two commission members 
ar.d twenty-nine guests met to aenuaint volunteers with the 
:r:cedures used in making the survey, stressing the physical, 
docurentational and resource phases. 

I 

Michael Edds resigned from the Commission and Ruth 
Morgan was elected to become their chairman. Michael 
lioulis was hired as consultant for the survey and Dotty 
KcHillian as coordinator, 

4 

“Ihe Landmark Commission strives to promote interest 
lr. rreserving and recording the history of our county and 
wit: the help of many volunteers has compiled this survey 
*' the intention of adding to it as more information on 
hie toric sites and buildings is gathered. 
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The Pocahontas County Historic Landmarks Commission was formed 
by a number of interested citizens. Its purpose, as defined in 
West Virginia State enabling legislation, is to identify, regis¬ 
ter and protect historic sites in Pocahontas County In or ier to 
better understand the available resources in the county, the 
Commission found it necessary to conduct a survey to identify 
historic sites. It applied to the ftest Virginia Department of 
Culture and History for a Survey and Planning grant to perform 
this activity and was successful in receiving funds. The project 
began in the spring of 1986 with the selection of a preservation 
consultant to assist the project coordinator in conducting the 
survey. 

The project was originally designed to include the participation 
of the public through the use of volunteers to perform some of 
the survey work. It was envisioned that the volunteers could do 
much of the field work and the initial visits, with the consul¬ 
tant reviewing their work, planning and guiding it, and insuring 
its presentation in the appropriate professional manner, For the 
most part, this approach has worked in Pocahontas County- Thanks 
to the efforts of the project coordinator, Dotty McMi.il Lan, and 
the chair of the Commission, Ms. Ruth Morgan, there has bean a 
body of volunteers available for consultation and action when 
necessary. Without their assistance the project could not have 
proceeded as it did. All of the volunteers who worked on the 
survey, as well as the Pocahontas County Historic Landmark Com 
mission, deserve a heartfelt thanks and congratulations In 
particular, the efforts of Madge Bledsoe in typing the work, the 
staff of the Pocahontas County Sheriff Department for putting up 
with the inconvenience and offering assistance and coffee when 
necessary to keep the consultant alive, and th© expert 
photography of Eugene Burner and David Arrington are noted for 
their invaluable contribution to the successful completion of the 
project. 


The survey was termed a reconnaissance survey from the beginning 
It was recognised that little work at identifying historic sites 
had been accomplished in the past and the Commission was starting 
* * jffi the begining. The purpose of the survey is to investigate 
-h« county as a whole, identify patterns of historic development, 
v i^w what resources still exist* and provide a framework for 
rther in depth research of specific sites. It is not intended 
provide information or research sites at a level possible for 
nit ion to the National Register of Historic Places. The 
• -'tl and the survey will b© used to guide the Commission on 
1 ■' to concentrate efforts in future surveys and nominations. 


conducting the survey, 

**tory of th© County to 
hem& of development. The 


the consultant briefly reviewed th© 
determine significant periods and 


survey was conducted under the 


basic 
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anidelin 0 * of th« propose,| Rmourci Pr^l 1 ic*n FUnning P*'gr«w 
Zf th* State of West Virginia _ It 1* «iicip*t«d that the lurvty 
will fit into the RP3 process and forir^ tt Toward* this end, th* 
r «port *nd survey are presented In the following wanner 

The county was divided into f&ofraphlc areas based on the e*la~ 
ting magisterial district*. This made the individual unit* mors 
manageable and should useful f- r future pi inning 

The themes identified were then categorised within each district 
as to their contribution within 13 general historic categories of 
the state, ie. agriculture, cowrca, etc (see list at begining 
of inventory). 

Sites were identified by the pro ie*t coordinator And voluntam h 

contacted within ea<:h of the i i * t r . t* • • ■ • ^ ift*m ..i>1^l 

on West Virginia I nvent oty t i re • m 1 - 11 ^\%u \t ,ml 

for completeness. The consultant reviewed the historic signifi¬ 
cance of the site and assigned it to a particular these These 
were all then compiled in one report and napped ^ » county map 

and numbered. Further re f 1 nem^n t I -f - i . n *»»d asp 

ping is expected as p.*r t f n v* nd ph« pi ' 1 


Most of the sites idcntlf md in h 1 ■ ’ 1 r ■ + ’ i ' l it ed 

to a preconceived notion of wi * I , .. k> if ' t ■ ■ th*i dents 

of the county. The volunteers have i. inv l - I In m \ ■■■n 
historic and preservation projects in the past Including the 103l 
History of Pocahontas County an 1 t \ , r«t 1 on r thl Mat I intun 

Railroad Depot, They there foie f ami liar with the M*1 "i y and 

sites in the county. The approach, then, is considered valid tn 
identifying the locally significant si in* fbo hmjU pi ■ should 
include review of this work w**ll a:, a n,' original aurvuy work 
by a trained professional to locate sites that may not b« appa¬ 
rent to residents. 


The report is intended as a means of reviewing the survey project 
and making informed dacisioriB on wh- r f ■ ■ on- ur.tr *t>i of forts in 
Hie future. Recommendations are made concerning continued re¬ 
search and potential landmark sites 1'ha report is organised in 
a manner that will be useful far its reference us« 




The introduction is first as a means of describing the project 
and familiarizing one with the process, A brief history of the 
county is not included due to time constraints and the availabl 
] i ty of recent, as well as former* historical sketches that 
illustrate the significance of events and persons in the 
county's, state's and nation’s history. This is followed by the 
Inventory Summary by district with each site given a number 
^furring to the accompanying map, and identified within a thema 
jc category. West Virginia State inventory forms are included 

**' r «&ch site. Photographs Of each site also accompany thw r« 

The presentation of the inventory is followed by a rsoos- 
inundation section* This proposes follow up activities to be 
undertaken by the Landmark Commission, Some of these are long 
1 dfl g® goals andl actions, some are immediate. The sites 
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004-004-historicstuff_Page_028.jpg 


prioriti z&d for immediate research activity and possible Hat Iona 1 
Register or Local listing, 

Th«J report will be presented to the West Virginia Department of 
Culture and History, A copy will also be available at the of¬ 
fices of the Pocahontas County Historic Landmark Commission. The 
original inventory forms, as well as any background material and 
research information, will be filed with the Landmark Commission. 
Negatives for the photos will also be maintained by the Commis¬ 
sion for further work. 

The report is not considered the final activity in the preserva¬ 
tion of historic sites in the County. As discussed previously, 
it is the first step in developing a process for decision-making 
and activities for the protection and recognition of Pocahontas 
County's heritage. Further inventory work, in depth research, 
and other actions are necessary. 

The project team would like to thank all of the persons involved 
in completing the survey. The local residents and interested 
people of Pocahontas County who gave their time and knowledge are 
a valuable resource for this and future work. The staff of the 
Historic Preservation unit in Charleston are also thanked for 
their assistance. The staff at the Courthouse who worked on 
copying the report did an outstanding job* The members of the 
County Commission, without whose support there would be no Poca^ 
hontas County Historic Landmark Commission are primary in the 
process. To these persons and all others who worked on the pro¬ 
ject, a hearty thanks. 


Pocahontas Historical Society 
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1 T in: Mort-fl f i mii 

Tho indian trai Is in the county 
historic or archaeology sites. 


should be invest ed 


s i tes 


Th.' St nun ton to Parkersburg Turnpike should be surveyed. 

The Bttrbln Railroad Depot as wall as other rairoad 
Including the Wat.oj tower in Marllnton are significant, 

Churches 

The county Is dotted with picturesque, small community churches 
;in d cemeteries. Hatty of these are in excellent shape and retain 
crutch ot their original fabric. The specific sites identified 
listed in the inventory summ^rv 


are 


A nu "5» r the churches reviewed were considered architecturally 
significant enough to warrant listing. A thematic listing can be 
developed for the following and other sites- 

APG18 Liberty Presbyterian Church* 

A0026 Dimmer© United Methodist Church. 

ACC 29 Baxter Presbyterian Church. 

BO06 Hamlin Chapel* 

BCG 10 Edray United Methodist Church. 

BOO 13 Grace Episcopal Church. 

D007 Wesley Chapel Methodist Church. 

WO 12 Oak Grove Presbyterian Church. 

DOO14 Lower 'Old' Droop Church, 


Schools 

A number of schoolhouses still exist in the county* 
^ j " r ' r one and two room rural schoo 1 house 

- hese are shown on the map* At 
ifchco[houses every 5 miles or so. 
use s * 

Hill izry 


A large 
were also ideati¬ 
ons time there were 
Many still exist in adaptive 


significant site recognized in th© county is the Droop 
K * f * Battlefield* This is a State Park and is being 

! There are a number of sites in the Droop Mountain 

*' T '' ’* ■“ associated with the battle* This vicinity should 

rF * r y , r l fr*r the related sites as well as the Hillsboro 

® r i : A number of other residences and sites relate to this 

k^f^T t r> the lists for identification* The area around 
cf —d surveyed for its involvement in the Battle in 
* Vicinity 


f tow 


• T ^tyxs 


««i ob«t»rv*id 


In 


thut n nimb+r of buildftra or architects wort 
'Mitructlni p«ny si run Lures in the county, Those 
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should ba surveyed as a them© for each individual * Attempts 
should bo made to locate and identify a body of work for each of 
thesa individuals. They are listed below with sites in the 
survey identified. 

As bury Smith. Pocahontas County Courthouse; Nick HcCoy House 
VOQ341 Other houses in Marlinton. 


hit tlepag©/Dassenvilie from Greenbrier County 
D0035, 

Capt* Smith♦ Will Yeager House C003, 

Robert Auldridge. Frank R. Hill House 0004. 
Frank and E,D. King. 


Harper Beard House 


Historic Landmark Commission should continue the survey pro“ 
finishing the reconaissance survey for any areas not com- 
d The survey efforts should then turn towards the historic 
r - = and National Register sites listed above. Then efforts 
i oe expended on researching the sites identified as locally 

l?" 1t ®S° ry . Two - Some these may yield information 
iting National Register nomination. 

-;r.3i comment, archaeological sites were not investigated 
is project. It would be beneficial to conduct a recon- 
nce survey or random sampling at some time in the near 

It Jr 1^7 p ossibility Of sites in the county. Some 
noted in the recommendations portion of the report 
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Number 


AKEA A 

Property or SIte 


10 

6 
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10 

1 
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7 

6 
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A-001 Gamp Pocahontaa/National Science Camp 

A-002 Durbin Tannery 

A-Q03 Durbin School 

A-004 Traveller* e Repose 

A"005 100F Building 

A-QQ6 Ro thkugel Plantation 

A-G07 Durbin Methodist Church 

A-Q08 Charles Burner House 

A-009 Hevener Homestead 

A-0010 Hevener Church 

A-0011 Bethel Methodist Church 

A-0012 Wanless Church 

A-0013 Or. Little House 

A-001 4 Traveller 1 s Repose Methodist Church 
A-0015 Durbin Depot/Senior Citizen Center 
A-0016 Green Bank Methodist Church 
A-001? Arbovale United Methodist Church 
A-0Q18 Liberty Presbyterian Church 
A-Q019 Cass Presbyterian Church 
A-0020 Alexandra Memorial Presbyterian Church 
A-0021 Mt* Zion Methodist Church 
A-0022 Northern Methodist Church, Cass 
A-G023 Kerr Chapel Boyer 

A-0024 Wesley Chapel Methodist Church, Dunraore 

A-0G25 Henry Yeager House 

A-Q026 Dunmore United Methodist Church 

A-G02? Isaac Moore Farm 

A-0028 Campbell House 

A-0029 Baxter Presbyterian Church 

A-0030 Burner House (Allen) 

A-OO 3 I MeElwee House 
A-00 32 Durbin Bank 
A-0053 -Vaybright "Old Log r, House 
A-0O34 Herb Sutton House 
A-"035 Thornwood Community Church 
A-00 36 Craig House 
A-OO 37 Sutton House 
A-G036 Benjamin Arbogast Mouse 
A-0039 Sidney/Gooasell House 
A-OGLO George Porter Kerr House 
A-C041 Log; Barn, Burner 
A-*004? Charlie Burner House 
1**004 3 Lee Burner House 
k~(j O 41 # Dr. J, P. Hoomau House 
^ Houpin Stretch House 
k~ i Ckt Hitching Tree 
A*OOij? Scott Porntli House 
A-004fc Based House 
A-M r xi|/ Issue Hour#, Jr* House 
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Hardesty’s Encyclopedia (1863) page 366 
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History of Pocahontas County p 79-80 
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Port of building dates to Fort 
c*i?80. Purportedly built 
by John McNeel who settled in 
the area In the late 1700*6. He 
wee in the Militia, in Capt. 

John Stuart*e Co. of Greenbrier 
Volunteers, Botetourt County 
Regiment, He took part in the 
Battle of Point Pleasant on 
Cct. 10, 1774. The McKeel Family 
is very rromiuent in the county 
and the farm is still in their 
name. John Mctfeel died in 1825* 
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John and James Bridger were slain 
on this ridge during the last raid 
made by Indians in what is now Pocahon¬ 
tas County* The Brldger boys had 
responded to a call for help after 
Henry Baker and Richard Hill had 
been killed. The Bridger brothers 
and Nathan, a colored man belonging 
to Lawrence Drinnon, had left the 
main party to take a short cut when 
attacked by the Indians, Nathan had 
stopped to fasten his moccasins and 
thus was out of sight of the Indians 
and ercaped harm. 
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